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IN THE DISTP.ICT

IN Ai"ID FOR

COURT OF THE FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

DUCHESI'IE COUI{TY, STATE OF UTAH

IN THE MATTER OF THE GENERAL
DETERMINATION OF ALL THE
RIGHTS TO THE USE OF WATER/
BOTH SURFACE AND UNDERGROUND,,
WITHIN THE DRAINAGE AREA OF
THE UINTA BASIN IN UTAH.

|VIC|T I ON OF STATE EI'IC I NEER

Civil No. 3070

During the past few i-rrigation seasons, water from the

Duchesne River system has been distributed pursuant to an or-
der from this Court, pending completion of a study by the

State Engineer's Office concerning return flow and canal losses

for this system. This distribution program was without pre-
judice to the claims of the parties in any subsequent proceed-

ings in this action, and has been consj-dered to be an interin
distribution practice whj-le the State Engineer and the parties
gathered additional data concerning the duty of water

rn this regard, the state Engineer has now compreted his
field work relating to the return flow and canal losses on the

DuchesneRiverSystem.TheresuItsofthisinvestigationare

now being compil-ed into a Preliminary Report which wilr be

transmitted to the parties by the state Engineer as soon as it
is final-ized. Said report will contain a substantial amount of
technical- data, and the state Engineer believes that the par-
ties shourd be given an adequate opportunity to review this
report and submit any comments or reconrmendations they may have

to him after compreting their review. rn order to arlow suff-
icient time for such review by the parties, it is the recom-

mendation of the State Engineer that this Court enter an inter-
im Order to govern distributj-on of the waters of the Duchesne

River system for the L97B irrigation season. At the Annuar

Itleeting of the water users on the Duchesne River system, the



water situation for the 1978 irrigation season was discussed,
but the users did not come to any general consensus concerninq
a reconrmended duty of water for the L97B season.

The state Engineer has reviewed the run-off from the Duch-

esne River system which has occurred to this point in time, and,

has made a generar evaluation of the snow pack in the area.
when the high run-off ceases and it becomes necessary to prace

the Duchesne River System under regulation for the remainder

of the r97B irrj-gation season, the state Engineer is of the

opinion-based on existing conditions-that water should be

distributed to all irrigation users based upon a three and

one-half (3.5) acre-foot duty schedule.

The state Engineer has recommended adoption of a 3.5 acre-
foot duty schedule to the parties in the form of a draft Motion

containing the foregoing information and al-so a proposed order.
These documents were transmitted to counsel by l_etter dated

June 30, L978. That letter advised counsel that unless the
State Engineer received an objection to this proposed duty sched-

ule he wourd assume that the parties were willing to acquiesce

in it for the 1978 irrigation season. Mr.. James Lee, counser

for the uinta Basj-n rrrigation company, ad.vised counsel for the

state Engineer by telephone that his crient would like to be

heard on this matter before the duty schedule was finally adopt-
ed by the court, but said company would not object to the court
adopting the 3.5 acre-foot duty schedure as proposed by the

state Engj-neer if it became necessary to place the Duchesne

River system on regulation pending a Hearing by the court.
Therefore, the state Engineer respectfulry moves the court

for an Order:

(1) Adopting a three and one-half (3.5) acre-foot duty
schedul-e when it becomes necessary to place the Duchesne River
system under reguration for the LgTB irrigation season. A copy

of a water derivery schedure based upon three and one-haIf (3.5)

acre-feet of water per acre of irrigated land is attached hereto



and by this reference is made a part of this lulotion; and,

(2) setting a Hearing for any objections which may exist
against the adoption of the 3.5 acre-foot duty schedule on the
Duchesne River system for the LgTg irrigation season and-pend-
ing such Hearing-directing the Duchesne River Commissioner to
distribute the waters of said system on the basis of 3.5,acre-
feet of water per acre of irrigated land as proposed by the

State Engineer.

DATED this 19th day of Ju1y, 1978.
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